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Local benefits packages lag behir
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from the 3.3 percent growth it $800 billion in.2005.and is ex- . The report noted that devel- .
expected when it released its pected to exceed $900 billion oping countries have ‘been
World Economic Situation and in 20086,” it said. *Oil-export- gaining a larger share of world mmm| mm.m Selling on 8Bay
Prospects report in January. ing countries continue to expe- commerce because their ex- August 15 from 4-Gom mwmwam-apm
Global growth for last year rience increases in their sur- ports are growing faster than ngma-apm ssahdmmatarfds
was 3.8 percent, the same pace pluses.” those of developed countries.
now-seen for this year. Higher oil prices have driven “This increase is particular- Uﬂﬂm MW i
“The waorld economy started  the rise in overall inflation in cf evident for some of themost |  August 1 from 6-8 pm W‘Q A
2006 on a strong note,” the most countries, but core infla- ic developing countries; | .-
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By JENNIFER OCHSTEIN
Tribune Correspondent

Michael Bellovich predicts

changes are on the horizon for .

people expecﬁng benefi
packages from Lheu' employ-
ers.

As-vice presulent of human'

resources for Supreme Cofp. in
Goshen;- Bellovich says: the
company may make- - 'some
changes to its own benefits of-
ferings after seeing the results
of a survey GlbsonTnsura.qce

' inte speulhsa about | what was $SDU The median de-

changes may be in store for ductible locally is $500 this

Supreme Corp., he says that
because af the nsmg cost of
health care emplo; I are rec
agmzmg"fh‘ht employees
going to *have to assume some
responsihility for their uwn
healtheare,

“What I'see continuing to
happen is more: wstsare,gemg
to be passed onto empluyees,
Bellovich explains.

Despite these forecasts, Tlm
Leman, director of em loyee
benefits with Gibson
ance Grou% in. Sou
says benefits pa

ar. And the survey revealed
{hat the n noualdléuedlan co-
) end for generic
rugs 1 $10. Lo-
e co-pay is $15. Also,
the survey showed-that local
wellness programs, such as
smoking cessation and health
monitoring included-into ben-

-efits packages lag behind the

rest of the country.

According to Leman, “I see

a big opportunity for weillness
ease management."

closed that Glhsm] Insurancg
‘Group will be starting a well-
ness program benefit for its
own empluyees« “starting in
J:mu

Accurdmg to Bellm:'xc:h1 an-

~other change he sees coming
"down fthe pike" “in

benefits
package (rends is a grassroots
efforts by employers to reward

healthy- hf&styles among em-

ployees.

It’s'no secret that Indiana is
one of the most unhealthy
states in the 1.S., he says. And
he sees employers offering in-

health ins urancep émlums

Plericner says itwas compa-
rableito other surveys that do
lilewise but
smaller ancl mu':p‘:‘compact
scale.

“It was very cumprehen-

sive,” Plencner says.-

And Bellovich agreed, not-
“ing that a survey like it would
not be free to companies-like
the Beneilts Bamhmak sur-
vey wasi.

He sa:ys t-hatjheﬁ)arhmpa—
tion of over 100 companies in
the survey adde{'{ vahdxty to

U.N. raises global economic

By ALEXANDER B. HIGGINS
Associated Press Writer

GENEVA — The United Na-
tions raised its forecast for
global economic growth this
year to 3.6 percent last week,
as Major economies rebounded
and emerging nations main-
tained their momentum.

The U.N.’s new forecast is up

two years, the report said.:

“A large number of develop-
ing countries have registered
solid growth," it said.

Large global imbalances,
which < have continued  to
widen, are the major concern
for the remainder of the year,
the U.N. said.

“The current account deficit
of the United States surpassed

subsidies and other measures,
but those supports are too ex-
pensive to be maintained over
the long term, it said.

“As these countries reduce
these measures, a stronger di-
rect impact of higher oil prices
on inflation i§ ected, as 18

already the case in Iudonesw

and a few other economies,”
the U.N. said.

more,” it said.

That contrasts, for example,
with the large trade deficits of
the United States.

Other factors that could slow
economic growth during the
second half of the year are ris-

forec:

an annua] mte of 20 percent or

Business Seminars in August

ing interest rates, the cooling
housing market in many coun-
tries and a possible flu

demic that could result i the
bird flu virus should mutate
into 'a form easily ‘passed
au_igng humans; the  report
said. i




